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the Koran and with his own hand threw them into the
water. When in due course the Bhima subsided, his
courtiers ascribed its fall to the holy verses thrown into
it. While Aurangzib, Koran in hand, was thus battling
with the elements, the Maratha counter-offensive began.
On Santaji Ghorpade's death, Rajaram had appointed
Dhanaji Jadav to the chief command. As before, the
Maratha army was formed to three divisions. Dhanaji
Jadav in addition to his supreme command led one division.
Parashuram Trimbak led the second and Shankar Narayan
led the third. Early in 1699 Rajaram took the field with
the combined divisions, amounting at least to sixty thousand
men; and as the army advanced northwards, it was joined
by brigades under Parsoji Bhosle, the founder of the
Bhosle house of Nagpur, Haibatrao Nimbalkar, Nemaji
Sindia", and Atole. This mighty force moved towards the
Godavari valley. The Moghul garrisons who tried to
resist were overwhelmed. Dhanaji Jadav defeated one
large body of imperial troops near Pandharpur. Shankar j
Narayan cleared another contingent under Sarze Khan out
of the Poona district. Entering the valley of the Godavari,
Rajaram publicly proclaimed his right to levy from it the
chauth and the sardeskmubhi, the taxes of J-th and -j^th
which Shivaji had created. From those villages that could
not pay, bonds were taken. Prom the Godavari valley
Rajaram marched into Khandesh and Berar, This time
he came not as a mere raider; and to convince the in-
habitants that lie would give them protection and exercise
sovereignty, he divided the country into military districts'
and left in them strong detachments under distinguished:
generals. Khanderao Dabhade took command in Baglanj
and northern Nasik. Parsoji Bhosle was made governor
of Berar, Nemaji Sindia governor of Khandesh and Haibatrao
Nimbalkar governor of the valley of the Godavari. Rajaram
himself led a large body of cavalry to plunder the rich

* The real name is Shinde.   But I have decided to adhere to the common
spelling.